Preliminary Web Course Description
*Please note: This is a preliminary web course description only. The department reserves the right to change without notice any information in this description. The
final, binding course outline will be distributed in the first class of the semester.

School of English and Theatre Studies

Course Code: Course Title: Semester and Year of Offering:
ENGL*4310 |Special Studies in English: Fairy Tales and Children’s Culture | Fall 2024

Course Instructor: Course Format:

J. Schacker seminar

Brief Course Synopsis:

This double-weighted seminar course explores the genre known in English as “fairy tale” and currently associated with the literature, theatre,
cinema, visual culture, and material culture of childhood. As an intensive 4th-year seminar that meets jointly with a graduate class (ENGL*6621), the
course offers many opportunities for conversation and collaboration as each student develops their knowledge, critical vocabulary, and specific
area/s of interest.

Part of the work we will do together is historical, mapping and exploring significant early tale collections, varied forms of popular performance and
theatre (including pantomime and burlesque), chapbooks and other illustrated forms of print culture; but we also will be exploring a scholarly field
that has transformed dramatically in the past 20 years (as have the fields of folklore, ethnography, performance studies, and literary studies -- from
which the scholarship emerges). We will discuss these critical and methodological shifts in the field as we address broadly-applicable and portable
skills related to interdisciplinarity, book history, and performance history. Throughout the course we will be examining the assumed connection
between “fairy tale” and childhood — including children as implied readers, as audience members, and as stage performers.

Please note that coursework will include a visit to the Osborne Collection of Early Children’s Books in Toronto (currently scheduled for Saturday,
Sept. 21).

Methods of Evaluation and Weight:

Component Weight (%)
seminar participation 10
small group presentation/seminar-leading 15
Perusall assignments 20
Osborne research project 20
final essay 35

Texts and/or Resources Required (e.g. Internet access, specific textbook title, lab Kkit, etc.):

*the majority of the assigned readings are on electronic course reserve, with select ones linked for the Perusall assigmments (platform that allows for dialogue between students as you make notes on assigned
readings)

*there is one required textbook (available from campus bookstore and other booksellers): Christine A. Jones and Jennifer Marvelous Transformations: An Anthology of Fairy Tales and Contemporary Critical
Perspectives Schacker, eds., (Broadview Press, 2012).

*please note that we will have one class session outside the usual schedule, at Toronto's Osborne Collection of Early Children's Books.

Information about mode of delivery:
In-person

Final Exam information:
n/a
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