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Simons Symposia - Call for proposals 

  

Sponsor

Simons Foundation 

Program

Simons Symposia [1] 

Description

The Simons Foundation’s Mathematics and Physical Sciences division is currently soliciting
proposals for its Simons Symposia series, which brings together mathematicians, theoretical
physicists and theoretical computer scientists to interact and collaborate in a series of three
symposia, held every second year and focusing on one topic or a tightly connected group of
topics.

The first meetings in the new series will start in the winter or spring of 2020. The foundation
expects to select up to one mathematics and one theoretical physics or theoretical computer
science series to start in 2020.

Format of a Symposium Series

An individual symposium series consists of up to three week-long meetings on one topic or a
tightly connected group of topics. A symposium series is initially approved for one year and
renewed for up to two more meetings if successful. If the first meeting in the series occurs in
year N, then subsequent meetings would occur in years N+2 and N+4.

Each symposium in the series may have up to 23 participants, including its organizing
committee (two to four leaders in a field). It will have a focused theme and a schedule that
leaves plenty of time for collaboration and open-ended discussion. In some areas, a tight focus
on a new research development or a specific research problem would be appropriate; in others,
a symposium might help set an agenda for the field. Please see previous Simons Symposia [2]
for reference.

Participation

Participation in a symposium is by invitation only and participants are required to attend all
events during the symposium. The Simons Foundation will issue invitations upon the
recommendation of the organizers. The foundation will also make travel arrangements for all
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symposium participants and will provide support at the conference site. All expenses, including
travel, lodging and meals, will be paid by the foundation.

Criteria for Judging Proposals

Proposals for new series will be judged on the basis of the significance and timeliness of the
topic, the appropriateness of the symposium format, the likelihood of interesting science being
completed or sparked and the scientific quality of the organizing committee.

Eligibility

Institutional involvement and approval are not required for the application, and applicants from
within or outside the U.S. are eligible.

Deadlines

If College-level review is required, your College will communicate its earlier internal
deadlines.
Type Date Notes
External Deadline Wednesday, October 31, 2018

- 4:30pm Applications to organize
individual symposium series
that start in winter or spring of
2020 are due by October 31,
2018, and must be submitted
on proposalCENTRAL [3].

Please see the How to Apply [4]
tab for further instructions.

The organizing committees will
be notified by December 31,
2018.

For Questions, please contact
Program or Administrative Questions:
Elizabeth Roy
Senior Program Manager
mps@simonsfoundation.org
212-524-6966

Technical Questions:
proposalCENTRAL
pcsupport@altum.com
800-875-2562
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