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SSHRC/AAFC: Social Sciences and Humanities Research Network
on Sustainable Agriculture in a Net-Zero Economy

  

Sponsor

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) and Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada (AAFC)

Program

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Network on Sustainable Agriculture in a Net-Zero
Economy [1]

Description

Budget 2022 [2], in support of the 2030 Emissions Reduction Plan – Canada’s Next Steps for
Clean Air and a Strong Economy [3], included a commitment to engage farmers in building a
clean and prosperous future as part of immediate action towards climate mitigation.

On March 20th, the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada
[4] (NSERC) and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council [5] (SSHRC), in
collaboration with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada [6] (AAFC), launched the NSERC-SSHRC
Sustainable agriculture initiative [7] to help reinforce, coordinate and scale up Canada's
domestic agriculture research capabilities through partnerships among universities, colleges
and organizations from the private, public or not-for-profit sectors. 

In addition, the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) and Agriculture
and Agrifood Canada (AAFC) have announced the launch of the Social Sciences and
Humanities Research Network on Sustainable Agriculture in a Net-Zero Economy.

This funding opportunity will support the establishment of a national research network that
brings together social sciences and humanities researchers and practitioners from all sectors to
enhance learning, expertise and knowledge sharing across Canada on studies in agriculture,
climate change and environment. Its main objective is to support knowledge mobilization and
partnership research on the social and socio-economic impacts of policy actions in agriculture
pertaining to net-zero, behavioural and societal influences on agricultural practices and to inform
approaches to scale up adoption of practices that support Canada’s environment and climate
goals.

Eligibility
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https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/sustainable_agriculture-agriculture_durable-eng.aspx
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/sustainable_agriculture-agriculture_durable-eng.aspx
https://www.budget.canada.ca/2022/home-accueil-en.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-plan-overview/emissions-reduction-2030/plan.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/climate-plan/climate-plan-overview/emissions-reduction-2030/plan.html
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/index_eng.asp
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/home-accueil-eng.aspx
https://agriculture.canada.ca/en
https://www.uoguelph.ca/research/alerts/content/nserc-sshrc-sustainable-agriculture-research-initiative
https://www.uoguelph.ca/research/alerts/content/nserc-sshrc-sustainable-agriculture-research-initiative
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Please review Eligibility [8] for more information on subject matter, applicants, institutions, co-
applicants, collaborators and partner organizations. 

Maximum Project Value

Value and Duration 

The grant offered under the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Network on Sustainable
Agriculture in a Net-Zero Economy is valued at up to $300,000 for the first two years and up to
$400,000 for the third and fourth years, followed by up to $600,000 for the last year for an
overall total maximum of $2 million over five years. A one-year automatic grant extension
without additional funding is also available under this joint initiative.

Institutional and partner organization contributions

Applicants must include a proposed plan to secure, over and above the budget requested from
SSHRC, additional cash and/or in-kind contributions [9] from sources other than SSHRC during
the life of the grant. SSHRC recognizes that the project can grow beyond the original planned
amount as additional partner organizations become involved over the life of the grant.

For more information, see SSHRC’s Guidelines for Cash and In-Kind Contributions [10].

Indirect Costs

0% 

Project Duration

5 years

Special Notes

Equity, diversity and inclusion

All applicants to SSHRC opportunities are encouraged to consider equity, diversity and
inclusion (EDI) in both research practice (EDI-RP) and research design (EDI-RD) [11].

EDI-RP involves promoting diversity in team composition and trainee recruitment; fostering an
equitable, inclusive and accessible research work environment for team members and trainees;
and highlighting diversity and equity in mentoring, training and access to development
opportunities.

EDI-RD involves designing the research so that it takes EDI into account, through approaches
such as intersectionality, antiracist frameworks, gender-based analysis plus (GBA+) and
disaggregated data collection, and analysis that includes consideration of diversity and identity
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https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/sustainable_agriculture-agriculture_durable-eng.aspx#4
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/definitions-eng.aspx#a15
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/policies-politiques/cash_inkind-especes_en_nature-eng.aspx
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/edi/research_practice-pratique_de_recherche-eng.aspx
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/about-au_sujet/edi/research_practice-pratique_de_recherche-eng.aspx
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factors such as, but not limited to, age, culture, disability, education, ethnicity, gender
expression and gender identity, immigration and newcomer status, Indigenous identity,
language, neurodiversity, parental status/responsibility, place of origin, religion, race, sexual
orientation and socio-economic status.

AAFC and SSHRC encourage projects to use GBA+ [12] and welcome applications
involving Indigenous research [13] as well as those involving research-creation [14].

COVID-19

Please note that research activities carried out in the context of COVID-19 need to adhere to
the University of Guelph COVID-19 research principles, policies, guidelines and processes as
they may be updated from time to time and communicated on the Office of Research web-page 
[15].

Deadlines

If College-level review is required, your College will communicate its earlier internal
deadlines.
Type Date Notes
Internal Deadline Friday, October 6, 2023 -

4:30pm Please submit a PDF copy of
your application and OR-5 form
to the Research Services Office
(research.services@uoguelph.c
a)

External Deadline Friday, October 20, 2023 -
8:00pm The Research Services Office

will submit the application on
behalf of the lead applicant
to SSHRC through their online
system. 

How to Apply

See Completing the Application [16] for information on the application sections in the
Convergence Portal. 

Information For Co-applicants

If you need to meet a deadline set by the lead institution for this opportunity, please ensure that
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https://women-gender-equality.canada.ca/en/gender-based-analysis-plus.html
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/programs-programmes/definitions-eng.aspx#a11
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https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/instructions/net-zero_economy-economie_carboneutre-eng.aspx#completing-application
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you provide the Research Services Office with at least five days in advance of the lead
institution’s deadline, to review the application, or your proposed component of the project.
Please be in touch with the Research Services Office (contact information below) ahead of the
deadline if it looks like it will be difficult for you to submit all the required documentation on time
(i.e. budget, proposal, OR-5 Form).
For Questions, please contact
SSHRC

Email: partnershipgrants@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca [17]

Toll-free: 1-855-275-2861

Office of Research

Rachel Lee, Senior Grants and Contracts Specialist
Research Services Office
rachell@uoguelph.ca [18]
Alert ClassificationsCategory:
Funding Opportunities and Sponsor News

Disciplines:
Health and Life Sciences
Humanities
Information and Communications Technology
Physical Sciences and Engineering
Social Sciences
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