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NSERC 2015 Strategic Network Grants – Call for Preliminary
Applications

  

Sponsor

Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC)

Program

Strategic Network Grants

Description

Strategic Network Grants (SNGs) fund large-scale, multi-disciplinary research projects that
require a network approach and that involve collaboration between academic researchers and
Canadian-based organizations. SNGs fund projects in the following target areas: (i)
Environmental Science and Technologies, (ii) Information and Communications Technologies,
(iii) Manufacturing, and (iv) Natural Resources and Energy. The objective of SNGs is to increase
research and training in targeted areas that could strongly enhance Canada’s economy, society
and/or environment within the next 10 years.

Eligibility

   The network must support the SNG objective and fall within the identified targeted
areas of the competition year.
The objectives and scope of the network must be well-defined and the research results
achievable within a five-year time frame.
The network must involve a minimum of five academic researchers who are eligible to
receive NSERC funding, from at least three separate departments, faculties or
institutions.
The network must have the strong commitment and active involvement of Canadian-
based partners from relevant sectors (industrial, government), as appropriate for the
research area. These organizations must be involved in all stages of the network, from
development of the proposal to exploitation of the research results for the benefit of
Canada.
The network must offer opportunities for enhanced training of highly qualified personnel
that takes advantage of the multidisciplinary and multi-sectoral environment of a
network.
The network must have an appropriate management structure to direct, manage and
integrate its activities.
The network must have a strategy for knowledge and technology transfer to all
stakeholders and the general public, as appropriate, that conforms with NSERC’s Policy
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on Intellectual Property [1] (IP).

Funding Availability

  This program supports two application categories: (A) research that has never been funded
through SNGs, a Networks of Centres of Excellence (NCE) grant, or other federal or provincial
network-scale granting programs, or (B) research that builds upon a collection of research
objectives that have been previously funded through SNGs, an NCE grant, or other federal or
provincial network-scale granting programs.

Category A: $500,000 - $1,000,000 per year for five years, for a maximum request of
$5,000,000
Category B: $500,000 - $1,000,000 per year for five years, for a maximum of
$5,000,000; however, NSERC requires a cash leverage of $1 from industry and
government partners for every $3 from NSERC
The anticipated budget for the 2015 Strategic Network Grants competition is expected to
result in two (2) awards across the four target areas

Indirect Costs

No indirect costs are required on the amount requested from NSERC; however, indirect costs
may apply on amounts requested from partners.

Project Duration

5 years

Deadlines

If College-level review is required, your College will communicate its earlier internal
deadlines.
Type Date Notes
Internal Deadline Wednesday, March 18, 2015 -

4:30pm   Please submit your 
Preliminary Application,
along with an OR-5 Form to 
research.services@uoguelph.c
a [2] 

Please review the requirements
for the submission of a 
Preliminary Application [3].

Preliminary
Applications include:
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Type Date Notes
An Application for a
Grant (Form 101; pages
1 and 2 only).
Form 100 (for the
applicant and theme
leaders; maximum of 8
Forms 100).
A description of the
proposed Strategic
Network (maximum 10
pages plus one page for
references for Category
A applicants; 15 pages
plus one page for
references for Category
B applicants – Category
B applicants must follow
the content restrictions
stipulated for the extra 5
pages).
Letters of Support from
each industrial and
government partner.

External Deadline Wednesday, April 1, 2015 -
9:30am To Sponsor

How to Apply

Preliminary Applications cannot be submitted on-line.

Applicants are invited to prepare an “Application for a Grant”(Form 101, pages 1 and 2
only) using the electronic submission system.
Applicants must print and mail two copies of the paper version, together with an
electronic copy (USB key, CD, etc.) of the complete Preliminary Application package to
NSERC by April 1, 2015.
Note: NSERC will invite applicants to submit full applications based on the strength of
the Preliminary Application in the following criteria: (i) the strategic importance of the
proposed research topic; (ii) the need to investigate the topic through a network
approach; (iii) the scientific merit of the proposed research; and (iv) the proposed
leadership skills and expertise of the Principal Investigator and theme leaders. If invited,
applicants must submit a full application within six months of NSERC’s notification of

Page 3 of 4



NSERC 2015 Strategic Network Grants – Call for Preliminary Applications
Published on Research Alerts (https://www.uoguelph.ca/research/alerts)

acceptance of the Preliminary Application.

For Questions, please contact
  NSERC (Strategic Network Grants)
Phone: 1-613-995-1111

OR

Before March 2, 2015:
Margaret Kirnbauer
Research Contracts Manager
Phone: 519-824-4120 ext. 54059
mkirnbau@uoguelph.ca [4] 

After March 2, 2015:

Office of Research

Katie Meyer Beck, Director, Research Support Services
Research Services Office
519-824-4120 x54059
kmeyerbe@uoguelph.ca [5]
Alert ClassificationsCategory:
Funding Opportunities and Sponsor News

Disciplines:
Health and Life Sciences
Information and Communications Technology
Physical Sciences and Engineering

    Source
URL:https://www.uoguelph.ca/research/alerts/nserc-2015-strategic-network-
grants-%E2%80%93-call-preliminary-applications 
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